
How to vote in a 
federal election

Federal election means you get to  
choose the people who work for you in  
the government.

When you choose someone in an election  
it is called to vote.

In a federal election you vote for 

•	 The House of Representatives

•	 The Senate

What is the House of Representatives and the Senate

Parliament is a part of the government  
that makes the laws.

The House of Representatives and the Senate 
make up Parliament.



When you vote

The Senate and the House of Representatives 
work together to make laws.

When you vote you will get 2 ballot papers.

A ballot paper is a form that you must fill  
in to vote.

The ballot paper for the House of 
Representatives is green.

The ballot paper for the Senate is white.

Remember... number every box to make your vote count

Number the boxes from 1 to 8 in 
the order of your choice
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You may  
vote in one of 
two ways
Either

Above the line
By numbering at least 6 
of these boxes in the order 
of your choice (with number 
1 as your first choice).
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Or

Below the line
By numbering at least 12 
of these boxes in the order 
of your choice (with number 
1 as your first choice).
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Senate Ballot Paper
State – Election of 6 Senators

O
F F IC IA L  U S E  O

N
LY

S
A

M
P

L E

45 2 1 3 6

CID made this document Easy Read. Contact business@cid.org.au for more information.


