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more challenging for the community to seek representation from a Federal 
representative, on behalf of their specific needs.  

Fragmenting these communities also poses a risk of disrupting the supportive 
infrastructure, which includes culturally sensitive services that residents depend on 
through their connection with the Merri-bek LGA and Wills. This encompasses 
culturally competent medical and health services, local businesses, and restaurants. 
For instance, there are currently many Iranian general practitioners and food grocers 
catering to the cultural needs of diverse residents. Excluding parts of these suburbs 
from Wills undermines efforts to maintain community connections to essential 
services.  

The needs of communities across Pascoe Vale, Glenroy and Oak Park are similar – 
they should not be split and put into Maribyrnong, an electorate that does not 
represent a comparable community of interest. The cultural similarity between these 
suburbs cannot be compared to that within Fitzroy North, Princes Hill and Carlton 
North, or in suburbs in Maribyrnong. Many of us do not feel connected to these 
suburbs or to the Maribyrnong FEA as there are not many people who live in these 
areas who share our culture or speak a similar language.  

Additionally, this proposal artificially divides the suburbs. Currently, the border 
between the electorate of Wills and the electoral Division of Melbourne, running 
along Park Street and up Lygon Street, serves as a suitable boundary separating the 
two divisions. 

Therefore, I ask that the Committee retains Oak Park, Glenroy, Pascoe Vale South, 
and Brunswick West within Wills (while continuing to exclude Fitzroy North, Carlton 
North, and Princes Hill) for the reasons outlined above.  

Thank you for your consideration.  
 
Yours truly, 
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